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Teaching about Scotland

This is one of a series of units for teaching about Scotland in German Secondary
schools. All the materials were created by very motivated students in my Area
Studies Scotland class, some with experience of teaching in a “Gymnasium“. The
materials can be tried out as they are, or altered as desired. One basic idea behind
them all is that both the teacher and the learners can develop the materials
themselves, according to their own interests, and then even offer them to another
class.
For some of these units printed information material is needed, for example ferry
timetables, but if you don’t have this, it is no problem to print it out from the Internet.
Ueful websites are given.

Scottish Wanderlust – Scottish explorers and adventurers
Target group and Aim.
The unit is intended for a 10th grade class (age 15 – 16) of a German Secondary
school and covers three lessons.
The goal is to give the class an idea of the Scots who travelled abroad, both those
who set out to explore and those who were more or less forced to emigrate. This is
related to travel today and the pupils’ own lives.
The unit was created by Daniel Siever
Sprachlehrinstitut, Universität Konstanz
Winter term 2008
Course: Area Studies Scotland
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Details of target group and aims
Target group: 10th grade (15/16 year-olds)
At that age pupils are increasingly interested in seeing the world
independently
They want more autonomy and can be treated as young adults
but they do not necessarily know their limits yet.
Aims: Pupils gain factual knowledge about


where Scotland is, some facts and figures



where Scottish adventurers went to and how to tell by
geographical names



biographical details of adventurers.

Pupils understand


why people might have left their homes to discover far away
places



what kind of people were adventurers



how constraints and limitations influenced their travels



how discoveries and adventures are related to travelling today.

Pupils learn


to extract essential information from English source texts



to make independent inquiries to find additional information



to work on a text and a presentation in a small group (!)



to present information appropriately

Activities:
1. Talking about travel
a. Do you go away on holiday? (Careful: some will have the opportunity to
do this, others may not) What kinds of places do German people visit?
b. When you travel, how do you travel? Do you travel alone? Would you
like to? Why?
c. Would you like to go to faraway places? Why? What is different there?
Would you like to live in a faraway place later?
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d. (Maybe there are some pupils from other countries such as Italy and
Turkey in the class.) How did Italians and Turks e.g. get to Germany
and why did they come?
e. How did people travel in the past (50/100/200 years ago)? Why did they
leave home? What would they take with them? What kind of people
would they have to be? Where did they go? Would there have been
maps? What would they be like?
2. Discussing a text about Adventure(rs) (Adventurers & Exiles)
a. read the text (perhaps read the introduction together and split up the
rest of the text into portions for group reading)
b. talk about, collect and organize new vocabulary
c. talk about the adventurers and relate to the previous introductory
questions.
3. Providing some information on Scotland
a. talk about where Scotland is
b. some facts and figures about Scotland:
size, population compared to Germany, achievements, history
4. Group work
Separate sets of tasks for each group. Each set has a source text about
adventurers/ travel/emigration to read and understand, and tasks requiring
both access to the internet and coordination of the information found. This
information has to be presented coherently to the other groups.
5. Conclusion
a. Are there still adventurers today (film/real life)? What do they do?
Where do they go? What kind of people are they? What is there still to
discover?
b. Where would you like to go on an adventure?
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Some Facts and Figures about Scotland and Baden-Württemberg/Germany
Scotland

Baden-Württemberg

79,000 km2
36,000 km2
5,000,000
11,000,000
Edinburgh
Glasgow (600,000) Stuttgart (600,000)

Size:
Inhabitants:
Capital:
biggest city:

Germany
360,000 km2
82,000,000
Berlin 3.4 Mio

Source: www.wikipedia.com
Further sources:
Marjory Harper. Adventurers and Exiles – The Great Scottish Exodus. Profile Books:
London 2003. [
Explorers from a map of the world enclosed in Scotland on Sunday

Schedule for three English lessons
0’
talk

45’
90’
group work presentations

135’

text
map
+assignment

inquiry

conclusion

Some things that pupils need to know before they start their group work:
1. Use the dictionary to look up vocabulary in the text if you cannot guess it from
the context. You should include interesting new words in your presentation
and write them on the board/on a poster to explain them to the others.
2. Use the internet/ books to do some research for the group presentation. Make
sure you look for the correct period of time, which is particularly the 18th and
19th century.
3. When looking for details on the internet/ in books, you should first decide in

your group who is going to do what. Everyone works with a partner to find
something specific and afterwards you can put your findings together,
coherently, to present to the other groups. Don’t forget to make a note of
where you found the information.
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GROUP WORK – task and material
1. Read the text carefully and prepare to tell the
others the important details about these four
Scottish Explorers.
2. Use the computer to trace the personal
history and the marks these explorers have
left on the map.
a. What kinds of people were they?
b. What geographical names relate to
their journeys?
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GROUP WORK – task and material
1. What problems did emigrants have to face on their way to their new homes?
a. Find the different problems connected to the travelling conditions that are
mentioned and prepare to tell your classmates about them.
b. What illnesses were common on voyages by ship?
2. Describe the advertisement and try to find more. If it proves too difficult you could
also make up your own advertisement. Make sure you define your target group.
3. Do some research to find out more about the illnesses which affected people travelling
by ship during the 18th and 19th century. How did they spread and what could be done
about them? Do these illnesses still affect travellers today?
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GROUP WORK – task and material
1. What kinds of things happened on the ship? What do you imagine living there was
like? How did people eat, wash, go to the toilet?
a. What would it have been like for a child to live on a ship?
b. How long did ships take to reach Canada, Australia, New Zealand?
2. Find out more about travelling routes from Scotland to Canada, Australia, New
Zealand. Where did the ships go? What places were there in between?
3. Find out what a long cruise is like today? What does it cost? What can you do on the
ship? How many people fit on a cruise ship?
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MAP OF SCOTLAND
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